SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL

LONESOME LANE AND SURROUNDING ROADS, REIGATE
SPEED REDUCTION SCHEME (30MPH to 20MPH and 40MPH to 30MPH )

STATEMENT OF REASONS

Surrey County Council is promoting this draft Traffic Regulation Order on road safety grounds, following an assessment of the roads around Dovers Green School, Reigate.

The proposed 20mph speed limit will apply to the following roads:

· D1295 Coneyberry
· D1295 Felland Way
· D1295 Nuthatch Gardens
· D1295 Rushetts Road
· D1295 Staplehurst Close
· D1295 Staplehurst Road
· D1295 Tilers Way
· D1295 Weald Way
· D1296 Atherfield Road
· D1296 Brandsland
· D1296 Lynn Walk 
· D334 Lonesome Lane (from the junction with A217 Dovers Green Road to approximately 20 metres south of the junction with Ashdown Road).
· D1296 New Causeway
· D1296 Potters Way
· D1296 Reeve Road
· D1296 Vevers Road
· D1297 Arden Close
· D1297 Ashdown Road
· D1297 Delamere Road
· D1297 Sherwood Crescent

The proposed speed limit reduction from 40mph to 30mph will apply to:

· D334 Lonesome Lane (from the existing 30mph/40mph terminal speed limit signs at a point approximately 10m north of the north-western boundary of no. 2 Lonesome Lane for a distance of 210m to a point 7m north of the northern boundary of no. 39 Lonesome Lane).

As part of Surrey County Council’s Vision Zero Road Safety Strategy, which aims to reduce the number of people killed and seriously injured on our roads by 50% by 2035, we are adopting a more flexible approach to implementing 20mph speed limits. This approach prioritises urban areas, residential streets, and locations near schools, and is subject to consultation with local communities.

Public engagement has already been carried out for this proposal, giving residents and other road users the opportunity to share their views and help shape the final decision. Following this engagement, the scheme will proceed as originally proposed, with no changes. 

The proposed reduction from 30mph to 20mph within this residential area, which includes Dovers Green School, is intended to improve road safety by reducing vehicle speeds.  The proposed reduction from 40mph to 30mph on Lonesome Lane introduces an approximately 407m transition zone before the 20mph limit to help slow traffic progressively, reducing the likelihood of abrupt speed changes and improving compliance with the new limit.

Evidence shows that lower vehicle speeds significantly reduce the risk of serious or fatal injuries in the event of a collision. A 20mph limit is expected to enhance safety for all road users, while also contributing to a cleaner, quieter environment and encouraging walking, cycling, and safer driving.

Speed surveys have been carried out on the affected roads in accordance with Surrey County Council’s Policy on Setting Local Speed Limits, and the results confirm that these roads meet the criteria for a reduced limit. Where mean vehicle speeds within the proposed 20mph area currently exceed 24mph, a package of ‘light‑touch’ supporting measures will be introduced to help achieve effective speed reduction. These measures will be tailored to local conditions and may include carriageway roundels, yellow‑backed signs, vehicle‑activated signs, or enhanced gateway features.

Existing signage will be upgraded where required, and halo beacons will be installed at the zebra crossing to further improve visibility and safety for all road users.

