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Community Reinvestment and Repair Fund
WHAT is the Community Reinvestment and Repair Fund?
· The passage of the Cannabis Reform Act of 2023 established the Community Reinvestment and Repair Fund. Proceeds from Cannabis sales in Maryland will be provided to counties to serve community-based initiatives to help communities most impacted by the prohibition of Cannabis. 
WHO do these amendments affect? 
· This affects county governments in all 24 Maryland counties and Baltimore City. 
HOW are funds distributed, and HOW can they be used?
· According to the Maryland Association of Counties, local funds are distributed based on a formula comparing cannabis possessions charged within each jurisdiction between July 1, 2002, and Jan. 1, 2023. To find out more, click here to read a summary prepared by the Maryland Association of Counties. Currently, Charles County receives between $150,000 and $200,000 per quarter.
· Funds are distributed quarterly by the Maryland Comptroller’s office to a special revenue fund, which requires the county to disburse funds in specific ways. Reinvestment and Repair Funding can be used for community-based initiatives to support low-income communities and areas disproportionately affected by a lack of spending.
· Reinvestment funds can NOT be used for law enforcement agencies or activities, or to supplant funding for pre-existing local government programs.
WHERE can I go to learn more?
· You can view our Let’s Get Fiscal episode from Sept. 11, 2024: https://charlescountymd.info/repairreinvestfund
· The Maryland Office of Social Equity briefly describes how the Community Reinvestment and Repair fund works and write-ups on other programs at https://ose.maryland.gov/Pages/programs-and-resources.aspx.
· To learn more about how Cannabis is regulated in Maryland, visit the Maryland Cannabis Administration Website: https://cannabis.maryland.gov/Pages/home.aspx
HOW can I share my opinion & hear from other residents, speakers, and Commissioners?
Residents can share their thoughts on where Community Reinvestment and Repair Funds should be spent via a survey on “Stay Engaged, Charles County:” https://charlescountymd.info/4dxV3YJ.
The commissioners will hold a Cannabis fund work session to provide feedback on how the funds should be used.
In April, a public hearing will allow residents to express their views on how funding should be used. 
		


 
Individuals with special needs may call the Commissioners’ Office at (301) 645-0550 or Maryland Relay Service TDD 7-1-1 (1-800-735-2258). Additional questions or concerns may be directed to Amy Blessinger, 
Department of Planning & Growth Management, (301) 645-0650 or BlessingA@CharlesCountyMD.gov 
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