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Executive Summary 

Speeding in residential neighborhoods is one of the most common concerns City of 
Akron officials hear from residents.  Implementing various traffic calming measures 
where appropriate is one way to improve the safety of our streets. 

In 2020, the City of Akron and the Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study 
(AMATS) conducted a pilot project to determine the effectiveness of speed tables on 
reducing vehicle speeds along residential streets.  The pilot demonstrated that the 
installation of speed table was effective at reducing speeds by 6 to 8 mph. 

Speed tables were deployed in all 10 city wards in 2022.  Location selection was 
based on resident input, Akron Police Department (APD) feedback and Traffic 
Engineering speed and roadway data.  

Public outreach was performed before installation, and data was collected at some 
of the installed locations during installation, and after removal.  The city conducted a 
survey of residents in 2022.  Over 50% of survey respondents believed speeding was 
an issue in the corridor and that the speed table was effective in slowing down 
traffic.  Overall, residents supported traffic calming at these locations.   

Data collected showed that on average, speeds were 6 mph lower during installation 
of the speed tables, but speeds increased after the tables were removed. 

Public feedback included over 1300 completed online surveys, and over 500 speed 
table requests in 2022.   

Speed tables were effective in reducing speeds at installation locations. However, 
speed tables are just one tool to reduce speeds.  It would be useful to continue to 
test different types of traffic calming measures and determine their effectiveness.  
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Project Initiation 

A speed table is a raised area placed across the roadway that is designed to 
physically limit the speed at which a vehicle can traverse it.  After the pilot speed 
table program with three tables in 2020, it was decided to expand the speed table 
pilot program in 2021 and order 29 additional speed tables.  The speed tables were 
ordered in July 2021 and due to some issues with shipping delays, the 2021 program 
was postponed to 2022, to allow sufficient time for installation and removal and data 
gathering. 

Site Selection 

During the 2020 speed table pilot program, residents were asked to recommend 
local roads for speed table consideration.  These recommendations were evaluated, 
along with historic complaint areas identified by Traffic Engineering and APD, and 
previously collected speed data. 

Based on findings from the 2020 Speed Table Pilot all locations received two speed 
tables except Maple Street.  The selected locations for speed tables in 2022 evaluated 
posted speed limits, roadway widths, number of lanes, and historic speed data. 
Slopes and drainage were also considered. 

For 2022, locations were (addresses in parenthesis): 
Ward 1 – Crosby St. (561 and 442) 
Ward 1 - Maple St. (90 S. Maple) 
Ward 2 – Gorge Blvd. (1210 and 1266) 
Ward 3 – W Miller Ave. (205 and 275) 
Ward 3 / 4 - Diagonal Rd. (1416 and 1469) 
Ward 4 – Wildwood Ave. (263 and 356) 
Ward 4 – Storer Ave., south of Copley Rd. (717 and 774) 
Ward 5 – Inman St. (758 and 783 Corice – on Inman) 
Ward 6 – Wedgewood Dr. (2162 and 2262) 
Ward 7  - N. Firestone Blvd. (213 and 271) 
Ward 8 – Castle Blvd. (270 and 267, 323 and 324) 
Ward 8 - Garman Rd. (1199 and 1262) 
Ward 9  - Florida Ave. (864 and 926) 
Ward 9 - 13th St. (1815 and 1908) 
Ward 10 – Adelaide Blvd. (1757 and 1866) 
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Public Involvement 

The City of Akron developed a comprehensive public outreach program.  Outreach 
included Akron City Councilmembers, letters to residents in the vicinity of the speed 
tables, and engagement with Akron Public Schools, Metro RTA, APD and AFD.  
Signage was installed at each speed table location providing a date of planned 
installation. 

A press release in March 2022 also detailed the program, which prompted an article 
in the Akron Beacon Journal and Cleveland Plain Dealer and local tv news outlets. 
Social media was also used to share the information. 

The Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) website form was used 
to collect speed table location requests and comments from the public. As of 
September 2022, over 500 speed table requests, including comments, had been 
submitted.  (https://amatsplanning.org/akron-speed-tables/) 

A survey link (http://www.akronohio.gov/speedtablesurvey2022) was also created for 
residents on and near the corridor, as well as pass through travelers. See the Survey 
Results section for more information.   

Additional speed table media coverage is listed below: 

 

https://www.akronohio.gov/cms/news/9e48fc4bb22bc8e8/index.html  

https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/2022/03/25/traffic-calming-devices-
coming-akron-slow-speeding/7151501001/ 

https://www.cleveland.com/akron/2022/03/akron-to-install-28-speed-tables-to-
reduce-speeding-in-residential-neighborhoods.html 

https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/akron-canton-news/akron-
installing-28-speed-tables-throughout-the-citys-10-wards 

https://fox8.com/news/akron-installing-speed-tables-to-slow-down-drivers-heres-
where/ 

https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2022/03/23/installation-speed-
tables-akron-speeders 

  

https://amatsplanning.org/akron-speed-tables/
http://www.akronohio.gov/speedtablesurvey2022
https://www.akronohio.gov/cms/news/9e48fc4bb22bc8e8/index.html
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/2022/03/25/traffic-calming-devices-coming-akron-slow-speeding/7151501001/
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/2022/03/25/traffic-calming-devices-coming-akron-slow-speeding/7151501001/
https://www.cleveland.com/akron/2022/03/akron-to-install-28-speed-tables-to-reduce-speeding-in-residential-neighborhoods.html
https://www.cleveland.com/akron/2022/03/akron-to-install-28-speed-tables-to-reduce-speeding-in-residential-neighborhoods.html
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/akron-canton-news/akron-installing-28-speed-tables-throughout-the-citys-10-wards
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/akron-canton-news/akron-installing-28-speed-tables-throughout-the-citys-10-wards
https://fox8.com/news/akron-installing-speed-tables-to-slow-down-drivers-heres-where/
https://fox8.com/news/akron-installing-speed-tables-to-slow-down-drivers-heres-where/
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2022/03/23/installation-speed-tables-akron-speeders
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2022/03/23/installation-speed-tables-akron-speeders
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Installation and Removal 

City of Akron Public Works Department Installed the speed tables, and signage was 
installed by Traffic Engineering.  Installation of speed tables began in March 2022, 
and the goal was to install two speed tables per week.  Speed table installation was 
completed in early June.  Removal of the speed tables began on North Firestone 
Boulevard and Garman Road prior to the Akron Marathon. The other speed tables 
were removed beginning in late September, all tables were removed before snow 
and ice season. 

Data Collection 

Data during and after the speed table installation was collected by AMATS at 7 of the 
15 locations: Maple, Gorge, Diagonal, Storer, Wedgewood, Castle, and Garman.  Two 
additional locations, Miller and Inman, had data collected during the speed table 
installation, but have not yet had after speed table data collected.  Due to the 
number of speed tables and limited resources for data collection, not all locations 
had data collection. 
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Data Summary 

The following data sets show the speed data while the speed tables were installed 
and the speed increase that occurred after the speed tables were removed.  Data 
collection did not occur before the speed tables were installed. 

Ward 1 - Maple Street 
During Speed Table 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

96 Maple - 100' east (EB) 2219 22.09 25 47 
96 Maple - 100' east (WB) 2995 23.95 27 40 
          
96 Maple - 100' west (EB) 2324 29.95 35 62 
96 Maple - 100' west (WB) 3234 28.14 31 53 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

Maple at table EB 2981 36.37 41 58 
Maple at table WB 2808 26.94 30 42 

     
     

Ward 2 - Gorge Blvd 
During Speed Table 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

1210 Gorge (NB) 1147 25.36 29 46 
1266 Gorge (SB) 1038 25.46 29 70 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

1210 Gorge (NB) 985 31.21 36 54 
1266 Gorge (SB) 1169 31.54 36 50 
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Ward 3 and Ward 4 - Diagonal Road 

During Speed Table 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

1416 Diagonal (EB) 2044 23.73 28 41 
1469 Diagonal (WB) 2165 24.72 29 64 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

1416 Diagonal (EB) 2196 33.96 39 68 
1469 Diagonal (WB) 2171 33.35 38 79 

     
     

Ward 4 - Storer Ave 
During Speed Table 

Storer ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

717 Storer (NB) 273 23.75 29 40 
774 Storer (SB) 301 23.56 29 53 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

717 Storer (NB) 308 29.22 36 51 
774 Storer (SB) 283 30.69 36 62 

     
     

Ward 6 - Wedgewood Drive 
During Speed Table 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

2162 Wedgewood (NWB) 1949 29.78 34 49 
2262 Wedgewood (SEB) 1739 28.61 32 46 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

2162 Wedgewood (NWB) 1916 32.09 36 50 
2262 Wedgewood (SEB) 1692 29.92 34 49 
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Ward 8 - Castle Blvd 
During Speed Table 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

263 Castle (NB) 838 24.84 28 43 
323 Castle         
270 Castle (SB) 1011 24.23 28 40 
324 Castle         

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

263 Castle (NB) 888 31.14 36 57 
323 Castle         
270 Castle (SB) 999 29.56 35 55 
324 Castle         

     
     

Ward 8 - Garman Road 
During Speed Table 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

1205 Garman (EB) 3465 26.5 30 74 
1262 Garman (WB) 3324 26.72 30 64 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 

85% 
Speed 

Max 
Speed 

1205 Garman (EB) 3322 33.76 38 72 
1262 Garman (WB) 3367 34.3 39 56 
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Since data was gathered in both directions, to determine the change in average 
speed and the change in 85th percentile speed, the speed data for both directions 
was averaged. 

The summary of the change in average speed and the change in 85th percentile 
speed is below.   

  

 change in 
average speed 

(mph) 

% change in 
average 
speed 

change in 
85th 

percentile 
speed 
(mph) 

% change in 
85th 

percentile 
speed 

Ward 1 - Maple St 6 22% 6 20% 
Ward 2 - Gorge Blvd 6 23% 7 24% 
Ward 3 and Ward 4 - 

Diagonal Rd 9 39% 10 35% 
Ward 4 - Storer Ave 6 27% 7 24% 

Ward 6 - Wedgewood Dr 2 6% 2 6% 
Ward 6 - Castle Blvd 6 24% 8 27% 
Ward 8 - Garman Rd 7 28% 9 28% 

 

It is assumed that post speed table speeds were equal to pre speed table speeds, 
and it can be inferred that across these locations, the average speed dropped 6 mpg 
(24%) and the 85th percentile dropped 7 mph (23%). 
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Partner Feedback 

Speed tables affect all users of the roadway and comments were requested from 
multiple partners including Akron Marathon, Akron Public Schools, Metro RTA, Akron 
Fire, Akron Police, Akron 311, Traffic Engineering and Public Works. 

Akron Public Schools has not had any statements provided to the Business Affairs 
office or Transportation Services office regarding the speed tables. 

Metro RTA did not receive feedback from their drivers, other than requesting 
confirmation they were coming out for the winter. 

Akron Marathon did not “see any negative comments about the speed tables. For 
the marathon, I think the ones in Firestone park would be fine to leave. I am 
concerned about the ones on Garman with it being mile 21 in the race and legs not 
working like normal anymore. If it is relatively easy to remove them, I would like to 
request those on Garman to be removed for race day.”   

Akron Fire Department said about the table at Maple St: 

Everyone pretty much thought the same thing, the speed table needs to be closer to 
the station. People that hit the table have time to get back to full speed and hit the 
station or the wall next to us. I believe if the speed table is moved closer right before 
the bend it will slow down cars and be safer for everyone.  

Public Works offered the following comments:  

• The uniform size of the tables in the study did not consider actual 
pavement widths and necessitated additional delineators to help function 
properly. 

• The detrimental effect of the 300+ one-foot-deep holes for the temporary 
speed table and the additional holes for the delineators where utilized 
should not be overlooked as they will reduce the useful life of the 
pavement. 

• The installation and removal of each temporary table requires 120-180 
manhours depending on pavement base material (asphalt, brick, concrete, 
chip and seal built up base). 
 

Akron 311 staff made the following observations: 

• I didn’t get one complaint, only requests to have them installed. 
• Overall I received positive responses regarding the speed tables and 

persons were actually requesting more to be placed out. I received a 
couple of complaints mainly about the plastic poles that were placed by 
the tables.  Mostly people were complaining about the placement of the 
poles being in the way. 
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• I HAVEN’T REC’D ANY CALLS TELLING ME ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. 
THE ONLY COMPLAINT I REC’D WAS THE LADY WHO WAS UPSET BC 
HER CAR WAS SEVERLY DAMAGED BC SHE HIT ONE(APPARENTLY 
GOING TOO FAST LOL). SAID IT WAS AT NIGHT AND THERE WERE NO 
SIGNS, HOWEVER, YOU HAD CHECKED AND THERE WERE SIGNS 
THERE. 

Traffic Engineering offered the following insight: 

• My experience was overwhelmingly positive feedback with the exception 
of two complaints about the noise generated by cars going over the tables. 
One was on Wedgewood and the other was on Adelaide. 
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Survey Results 

Over 1,300 survey responses were received, 53% of respondents were residents in 
vicinity of corridor, 54% believed speeding was an issue in the corridor, 56% believe 
the speed table is effective in slowing down traffic, and 58% support traffic calming 
at these locations.  These are the aggregated results for the 2022 program and are 
included in the Appendix. 

The questions included in the survey were: 

• Which speed table corridor are you interested in?  
• Which best describes you? 
• Do you believe speeding on the corridor is currently and issue? 
• Do you believe the speed table is effective in slowing down traffic? 
• Which answer best fits your current opinion of traffic calming at this 

location? 
• Please provide any additional recommendations or other comments to 

help improve this traffic calming project. 
 

A summary of detailed survey results for each location is tabulated below. 
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Recommendations 

Speed tables are one type of traffic calming device.  Other traffic calming measures 
include road diets, speed trailers, speed limit radar signs, speed limit reduction, and 
others.  Selection of appropriate traffic calming measures are dependent upon many 
roadway characteristics.   

The following links are resources for traffic calming measures: 

US Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration 
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/speed-management/traffic-calming-eprimer 

Institute of Transportation Engineers - Traffic Calming Fact Sheets 
https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=2c8edbfb%2D0c48%2Db1f3%2Dc506%2D9e8e72d
d3992 

Based on the data from 2022, speed tables do slow traffic while they are installed, 
but speeds increase once they are removed.   

It is recommended to continue to perform outreach and collect data as additional 
locations are considered for traffic calming in the future. 

 

 

https://highways.dot.gov/safety/speed-management/traffic-calming-eprimer
https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=2c8edbfb%2D0c48%2Db1f3%2Dc506%2D9e8e72dd3992
https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=2c8edbfb%2D0c48%2Db1f3%2Dc506%2D9e8e72dd3992
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