CSA 152 Storm Water Assessment Reinstatement Frequently asked Questions (FAQ)

1. What is a CSA 152 storm water assessment?
LAFCO annexed the City of Banning into County Service Area (CSA) 152 when the County of Riverside adopted Resolution No. 93-454 on December 21, 1993, at the City’s request, in order to have the County place an assessment on property owner’s tax bills to fund expenditures required by the NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) storm water Permit.  On March 22, 1994, City Council Resolution No. 1994-028 was adopted to fund the City’s NPDES program, whereby the annual assessment rate for FY 94/95 for CSA 152 was set at $4.72 per Benefit Assessment Unit (BAU). It is a funding mechanism used by eleven local cities to help offset some of the costs associated with each City’s NPDES Permit.
2. How much will it cost per year?
An owner of a single-family home in the City will pay 1 BAU/year, amounting to $4.72/year.  When CSA 152 was formed, the County determined the formula and methodology to use to calculate the number of BAUs for each type of property.  Commercial and industrial properties, churches, apartments and golf courses will be calculated based on their developed area acreage (impervious area) and BAUs/Acre assigned to its land type.  A City Council Workshop was held on September 24, 2024, and the link to view it is: https://banninglive.viebit.com/watch?hash=pRt0Rc6soByvMLtB
The assessment will begin on the FY 25/26 Riverside County Tax Roll.
3. I already pay a Riverside County Flood Control District storm water assessment on my tax bill, is this a different assessment?
Yes.  The Riverside County Flood Control District (RCFCD) established a Whitewater Benefit Assessment Area by adopting District Ordinance No. 14 on May 14, 1991.  The assessment is collected and used by the RCFCD for their Countywide NPDES Program costs. The CSA 152 Assessment is for the City of Banning’s NPDES Permit Program costs.

4. What funds are currently paying for the NPDES Permit Program?
Since assessments have not been collected from properties in the City since FY 1994/95, the funding source for the NPDES program is now absorbed by City of Banning’s Streets Department.  With new 2025 NPDES Permit requirements costing more in capital, maintenance and staff costs, funds may need to be used from the General Fund.
5. Why is it needed now?
CSA 152 provides a funding mechanism for the NPDES program.  Eleven cities, including Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, and Desert Hot Springs also joined CSA 152 to ensure funding of their NPDES program.  The NPDES program costs the City about $300,000 annually to manage the current NPDES Permit.  The upcoming 2025 NPDES Permit will become effective in late 2025 and it has new and enhanced requirements that will significantly impact the City financially, as additional computer software, trash capture devices, consultant costs and City staff time will be needed.  The City Council in 1995 elected to not charge property owners the annual stormwater assessment and it has not been reinstated until now.  In order to generate revenue for the NPDES Permit program in FY 25/26, the City will reinstate this “grandfathered” assessment from 1994.
6. Will the annual assessment be increased?
The 1994 rate of $4.72/BAU is the assessment cost for FY 25/26. The City is not considering a rate increase for FY 25/26 or FY 26/27.

For more information, please visit the City of Banning’s website at: 
http://banning.ca.us/362/Storm-Water
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