
We are pleased to announce planning has been submitted 
for the new Queens Park Family Hub and community centre, 
with the project due to commence on site in 2026 Q2 and 
completed 2027 Q2. 

The project will transform the current local provision at 
17-23 Third Avenue through a major refurbishment and 
reconfiguration of the existing buildings, together with a new 
extension to provide a range of community facilities including 
flexible community spaces and meeting rooms, midwife clinic 
and quiet spaces, a health visitor room, refreshment areas 
and a large flexible hall space offering a variety of different 
uses. The proposal is arranged around carefully designed 
external landscape spaces, with the focus on a central 
courtyard space to provide a strong connection with the 
landscape and enhance wellbeing. 

The design has undergone extensive local engagement with 
the local community and stakeholders to deliver the brief as 
follows:
•	 a place where health, social and community services 

are provided for families with children up to 19.
•	 co-location of several service to ensure the place is 

well-used and vibrant.
•	 welcoming to family members of all ages and from all 

backgrounds.
•	 to break down barriers with a pleasant atmosphere and 

not feeling institutional or clinical.
•	 rooms providing a healthy environment with plenty of 

natural light and natural ventilation.
•	 a place of wellbeing that helps improve physical and 

mental health of its users.
•	 various in- and outdoor spaces to appeal to smaller and 

older children, teenagers and adults alike.
•	 enabling out-of-hours and weekend use of parts of the 

building

The project is based on reducing its environmental impact 
in line with Westminster City Council’s sustainable targets 
through a number of initiatives including retaining as much of 
the existing building as possible whilst providing a passively 
designed new hall with increased thermal performance, both 
of which will be served by new sustainable energy source 
(ASHPs) and low energy fittings.

The new centre will be known as the Queen’s Park Family 
Hub and named after Barrie Taylor, previous Labour 
Councillor, Deputy Leader of the Labour Group, Chair of 
the Health Scrutiny Committee from 2001 to 2004 and 
chair of a Scrutiny Task Group on Health & Well Being. Upon 
his retirement from the Council he was made an Honorary 
Alderman in 2018.’

Introducing ‘The Barrie Taylor 
Building’: Queens Park Family Hub
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4 Development Proposals
General Design Principles –
Building Organisation

We have developed what we consider to be the optimal design for the 
developed brief. This design is based on a number of strategic principles:

1. Queens Park Family Hub is like a big house where each space relates 
to the other spaces. 

2. A new building is located in the garden at a distance from the existing 
building. 

3. A courtyard with a sheltered walkway forms the centre of the Family 
Hub that connects all parts.

4. A new generous entrance area off Third Avenue provides orientation 
within the building and visual connections to all parts used by 
families.

5. Family and community services (meeting and training rooms) are 
located on the first floor of the existing building, the Drop-In space is 
located in the garden at the rear and Health services are in between 
the two.

6. Staff areas are located on the first floor of the Drop-In building, 
avoiding the need for families to access this area and mix with the 
staff areas. 

7. Buggies and scooters are kept outside the building within a covered 
area to the north, accessed via secure gates from Third Avenue. 
Controlled After Hours access to Health and Drop-in is also available.

8. All rooms used by staff or families have access to natural light and 
natural ventilation. 

9. Flexible community spaces are located to the front on the ground 
floor of the existing building at no. 21 & 23.

10. A new building in the garden has the additional benefit of naturally 
dividing the outdoor spaces into different areas. Each of these 
gardens will have a direct connection to a specific part of the Family 
Hub and will be designed with its own character. 

1 Model photograph from above showing the proposed 
adjacencies of the different parts of the Family Hub
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Queen’s Park 
Gardens

Retained Boundary Metal Fence

Site Boundary.

Existing Tree Retained

4

Woodland Understorey Inspired Planting 
A selection of shade tolerant grasses, ferns, 
perennials and ground cover.

5

Rain Garden Planting
Rain Garden planting within development to 
comprise species such as Stachys officinalis 
‘Hummelo’, Sesleria autumnalis, Geranium 
rozanne, Carex morrowii ‘Ice Dance’, Liriope 
muscari and Gaura ‘Whirling Butterflies’.
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Pre Cast Concrete Bench
Colour: Light grey. Finish: Acid etch finish 
Height: Varies.

Stepping Logs
Produced with the felled London Plane Tree.10

Retained Boundary Brick Wall

Proposed Tree
Tree species to include Multi-Stem Varieties 
such as Amelanchier lamarckii, and Betula utilis 
subsp jacquemontii.

Sandstone Slab Paving
1

FLEXOTOP™ ECO Play Surface
2

SuDS Raised Kerb
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Sensory Planting
Sensory planting to include species selected for 
their scent, feel, foliage and colour. 

Feature Planting
Amenity planting within development to 
comprise native and/or pollinator friendly 
species such as Cornus sanguinea, Rosmarinus 
officinalis, Vinca major and Verbena 
bonariensis. Where appropriate, opportunity to 
install insect hotels.
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Pre Cast Seating Steps
Colour: Light grey. Finish: Acid etch finish 
Height: Varies.

Pre Cast Concrete Feature Seating
Colour: Light grey mix. Finish: Acid etch finish 
Height: Varies
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Secure Buggy and Cycle Storage

Queen’s Park 
Gardens

Wildflife Area 
(Within Queen’s Park 

Gardens)

Third Avenue
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Cycle Stands
Stainless Steel. Surface mounted.
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Blue Badge Parking
Yorkstone Paving with Vehicular Build-up.

Secure Double Leaf Pedestrian Gate 
To match architectural metalwork.
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Millwood Lasta-Grip® Collection Timber decking 
Composite decking boards.

Resin Bound Gravel 
Resin-bound mixed aggregate surfacing.
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Amenity Lawn 
Hardwearing lawn.9
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