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Executive Summary 

Speeding in residential neighborhoods continues to be a common concern City of 
Akron officials hear from residents.  Implementing various traffic calming measures 
where appropriate is one way to improve the safety of our streets. 

In 2020, the City of Akron and the Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study 
(AMATS) conducted a pilot project to determine the effectiveness of speed tables on 
reducing vehicle speeds along residential streets.  The pilot demonstrated that the 
installation of speed table was effective at reducing speeds by 6 to 8 mph.  Those 
reductions were also seen during the 2022 expanded pilot program. 

In 2023, 21 speed tables were deployed on 11 streets in 10 wards. 

Location selection for the speed tables was based on resident input, Akron Police 
Department (APD) feedback and Traffic Engineering speed and roadway data.  

Public outreach was performed before installation, and data was collected at some 
of the installed locations during installation, and after removal.  The city conducted a 
survey of residents in 2023 for the speed tables.  Over 74% of survey respondents 
believed speeding was an issue in the corridor and over 60% believed that the speed 
table was effective in slowing down traffic.  Over 60% of the surveyed residents 
supported traffic calming at these locations.   

Data collected showed that on average, speeds were almost 3 mph lower during 
installation of the speed tables, but speeds increased after the tables were removed. 

Public feedback included 149 completed online surveys, and over 600 traffic calming 
requests in 2023.   

The traffic calming program in 2023 included the installation of 40 solar radar signs 
that were deployed on 20 streets in 10 wards.  The effectiveness of these signs will be 
evaluated in an addendum to this report.  Data collection and surveys are still being 
conducted for the solar radar signs. 

Speed tables were effective in reducing speeds at installation locations, but not as 
effective as in 2020 or 2022. However, speed tables are just one tool to reduce 
speeds.  Solar radar feedback signs are currently being tested.  It will be useful to 
continue to test different types of traffic calming measures and determine their 
effectiveness.  
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Project Continuation and Expansion 

In 2023, it was decided to continue the speed table program, as well as to pilot solar 
radar feedback signs. 

A speed table is a raised area placed across the roadway that is designed to 
physically limit the speed at which a vehicle can traverse it.   

A solar radar feedback sign includes a speed measuring device and a message sign 
that displays feedback to drivers. 

After the pilot speed table program with three tables in 2020, it was decided to 
expand the speed table pilot program in 2021, and 31 speed tables were installed in 
2022, and 21 speed tables were installed in 2023.  

Site Selection 

Since the 2020 speed table pilot program began, traffic calming requests have been 
accepted through an online form.  These requests were used to inform streets for 
traffic calming consideration.  These roadway recommendations were evaluated, 
along with historic complaint areas identified by Traffic Engineering and APD, and 
previously collected speed data. 

All locations received two speed tables except Maple Street.  Maple Street did not 
have two tables because of the proximity of the roadway curve. The selected 
locations for speed tables evaluated posted speed limits, roadway widths, number of 
lanes, and historic speed data. Slopes, drainage and utilities were also considered.  
Only streets with a posted speed limit of 25 mph are currently being considered for 
speed table locations. 

For 2023, locations were (addresses in parenthesis): 
Ward 1 – Crosby St. (561 and 442) 
Ward 1 - Maple St. (90 S. Maple) 
Ward 2 – Evans Ave. (604 and 663) 
Ward 3 – Rhodes Ave. (481 and 421) 
Ward 4 – Storer Ave., north of Copley Rd. (590 and 530) 
Ward 5 – Baird St. (922 and 960) 
Ward 6 – Benton St. (2425 and 2472) 
Ward 7  - Glenmount Ave. (1812 and 1866) 
Ward 8 - Ridgewood Rd. (2368 and 381 Inverness) 
Ward 9  - Clearview Ave. (896 and 804) 
Ward 10 – Caddo Ave. (828 and 894) 
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Public Involvement 

The City of Akron developed a comprehensive public outreach program.  Outreach 
included Akron City Councilmembers, letters to residents in the vicinity of the speed 
tables, and engagement with Akron Public Schools, Metro RTA, APD and AFD.  
Signage was installed at each speed table location providing a date of planned 
installation.  Postcards were also sent to residents prior to removal. 

A press release in May 2023  detailed the program, which prompted an article in the 
Akron Beacon Journal and Cleveland Plain Dealer and local tv news outlets. Social 
media was also used to share the information. 

The Akron Engage website included information on the Traffic Calming program: 
https://akron-oh.civilspace.io/en/projects/2023-traffic-calming-program 
 
A survey link (http://www.akronohio.gov/2023trafficcalmingsurvey) was created for 
residents on and near the corridor, as well as pass through travelers. See the Survey 
Results section for more information.   
 
Additional speed table media coverage is listed below: 
https://www.akronohio.gov/cms/news/2141526690d3703c/index.html 

https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/2023/05/24/akron-to-install-speed-tables-again-
to-slow-residential-traffic-speed-bumps/70248763007/ 

https://www.cleveland.com/akron/2023/05/akron-to-install-21-speed-tables-to-reduce-
speeding-in-neighborhoods-see-when-work-starts.html 

https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/oh-summit/akron-installs-new-speed-
tables-to-prevent-reckless-driving-in-neighborhoods 

https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/akron-canton-news/akron-residents-
praise-speed-tables-call-for-more-permanent-traffic-calming-methods-in-the-city 

https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/local/akron/akron-installing-speed-tables-11-locations-
traffic-calming-program/95-1b9d62d3-87b0-49a6-a099-e2b40c9758be 

https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2022/03/23/installation-speed-tables-akron-
speeders 

https://www.ideastream.org/community/2023-05-23/akron-will-install-21-speed-tables-to-
curb-speeding-in-neighborhoods 

  

https://akron-oh.civilspace.io/en/projects/2023-traffic-calming-program
http://www.akronohio.gov/2023trafficcalmingsurvey
https://www.akronohio.gov/cms/news/2141526690d3703c/index.html
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/2023/05/24/akron-to-install-speed-tables-again-to-slow-residential-traffic-speed-bumps/70248763007/
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/2023/05/24/akron-to-install-speed-tables-again-to-slow-residential-traffic-speed-bumps/70248763007/
https://www.cleveland.com/akron/2023/05/akron-to-install-21-speed-tables-to-reduce-speeding-in-neighborhoods-see-when-work-starts.html
https://www.cleveland.com/akron/2023/05/akron-to-install-21-speed-tables-to-reduce-speeding-in-neighborhoods-see-when-work-starts.html
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/oh-summit/akron-installs-new-speed-tables-to-prevent-reckless-driving-in-neighborhoods
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/oh-summit/akron-installs-new-speed-tables-to-prevent-reckless-driving-in-neighborhoods
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/akron-canton-news/akron-residents-praise-speed-tables-call-for-more-permanent-traffic-calming-methods-in-the-city
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/akron-canton-news/akron-residents-praise-speed-tables-call-for-more-permanent-traffic-calming-methods-in-the-city
https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/local/akron/akron-installing-speed-tables-11-locations-traffic-calming-program/95-1b9d62d3-87b0-49a6-a099-e2b40c9758be
https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/local/akron/akron-installing-speed-tables-11-locations-traffic-calming-program/95-1b9d62d3-87b0-49a6-a099-e2b40c9758be
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2022/03/23/installation-speed-tables-akron-speeders
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2022/03/23/installation-speed-tables-akron-speeders
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Installation and Removal 

A contractor was hired to install the speed tables and signage in 2023.  Installation of 
speed tables began in June 2023, and was completed by July 1.  Speed table removal 
began October 30, and was completed in 2 weeks, before snow and ice season.   

Data Collection 

Data during and after the speed table installation was collected by Akron 
Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) at 5 of the 11 locations: Rhodes Ave., 
Storer Ave., Glenmount Ave., Ridgewood Rd. and Caddo Ave.  Due to the number of 
speed tables and limited resources for data collection, not all locations had data 
collection. 
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Data Summary 

The following data sets show the speed data while the speed tables were installed 
and the speed increase that occurred after the speed tables were removed.  Data 
collection did not occur before the speed tables were installed.  All locations have a 
posted 25 mph speed limit. 

Ward 3 - Rhodes Ave 
During Speed Table 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed (mph) 

85% Speed 
(mph) 

Max Speed 
(mph) 

Rhodes (S of Bishop) 3318 32.4 37 63 
Rhodes (S of Lillian) 3314 28.3 32 49 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 85% Speed Max Speed 

Rhodes (S of Bishop) 3265 35.3 40 67 
Rhodes (S of Lillian) 3368 33.6 38 60 

     
     

Ward 4 - Storer Ave 
During Speed Table 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 85% Speed Max Speed 

Storer (N of Copley) 1610 26.2 31 46 
Storer (S of Bye) 1315 26.7 32 52 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 85% Speed Max Speed 

Storer (N of Copley) 1208 30.9 36 72 
Storer (S of Bye) 1593 28.2 34 57 
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Ward 7 - Glenmount Ave 

During Speed Table 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 85% Speed Max Speed 

Glenmount (at Seldon) 1442 27.3 32 47 
Glenmount (at Ralston) 1751 25.3 29 49 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 85% Speed Max Speed 

Glenmount (at Seldon) 1540 26.8 32 47 
Glenmount (at Ralston) 1954 25.9 31 45 

     
     

Ward 8 - Ridgewood Rd 
During Speed Table 

Storer ADT   
Average 
Speed 85% Speed Max Speed 

Ridgewood (E of Inverness) 3709 27.2 32 50 
Ridgewood (W of Inverness) 3165 30.5 35 49 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 85% Speed Max Speed 

Ridgewood (E of Inverness) 3384 32.9 37 55 
Ridgewood (W of Inverness) 3296 33.3 38 61 

     
     

Ward 10 - Caddo Ave 
During Speed Table 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 85% Speed Max Speed 

Caddo (N of Yuma) 518 27.2 32 53 
Caddo (N of Tioga) 609 20 24 52 

After Speed Table Removal 

  ADT   
Average 
Speed 85% Speed Max Speed 

Caddo (N of Yuma) 343 27.1 33 44 
Caddo (N of Tioga) 409 25.6 31 46 
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Data was gathered in both directions on the roadway and to determine the change 
in average speed and the change in 85th percentile speed, the speed data for both 
directions was averaged. 

The summary of the change in average speed and the change in 85th percentile 
speed is below.   

  
 change in average 

speed (mph) 
% change in 

average speed 

change in 85th 
percentile speed 

(mph) 

% change in 
85th 

percentile 
speed 

Ward 3 - Rhodes Ave 4.1 14% 4.5 13% 

Ward 4 - Storer Ave 3.1 12% 3.5 11% 
Ward 7 - Glenmount Ave 0.05 0% 1.0 3% 
Ward 8 - Ridgewood Rd 4.25 15% 4.0 12% 

Ward 10 - Caddo Ave 2.75 12% 4.0 14% 
 

It is assumed that post speed table speeds were equal to pre speed table speeds, 
and it can be inferred that across these locations, the average speed decreased 2.8 
mph (11%) and the 85th percentile dropped 3.4 mph (11%). 
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Partner Feedback 

Speed tables affect all users of the roadway and comments were requested from 
multiple partners including Akron Marathon, Akron Public Schools, Metro RTA, Akron 
Fire, Akron Police, Akron 311, Traffic Engineering and Public Works.  The following are 
comments that were received: 

Akron Public Schools APS drivers did not provide any feedback. 

Metro RTA did not receive feedback from their drivers on these locations. 

Akron Fire Department did not receive any negative feedback from the line staff or 
maintenance staff pertaining to fire engines, ladders, SUV and ambulances.  
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Survey Results 

A survey was released in May 2023 and 149 survey responses were received, 40% of 
respondents were residents on the corridor, 74% believed speeding was an issue in 
the corridor, 60% believe the speed table is effective in slowing down traffic, and 64% 
support traffic calming at these locations.  These are the aggregated results for the 
2023 program and are included in the Appendix. 

The questions included in the survey were: 

• Which speed table corridor are you interested in?  
• Which best describes you? 
• Do you believe speeding on the corridor is currently and issue? 
• Do you believe the speed table is effective in slowing down traffic? 
• Which answer best fits your current opinion of traffic calming at this 

location? 
• Please provide any additional recommendations or other comments to 

help improve this traffic calming project. 
 

A summary of detailed survey results for each location is tabulated below. 
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Recommendations 

Speed tables are one type of traffic calming device.  Other traffic calming measures 
include road diets, roundabouts, speed trailers, speed limit radar signs, speed limit 
reduction, and others.  Selection of appropriate traffic calming measures are 
dependent upon many roadway characteristics.   

The following links are resources for traffic calming measures: 

US Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration 
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/speed-management/traffic-calming-eprimer 

Institute of Transportation Engineers - Traffic Calming Fact Sheets 
https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=2c8edbfb%2D0c48%2Db1f3%2Dc506%2D9e8e72d
d3992 

Based on the data from 2023, speed tables do slow traffic while they are installed, 
but speeds increase once they are removed.   

It is recommended to continue to perform outreach and collect data as additional 
locations are considered for traffic calming in the future. 

https://highways.dot.gov/safety/speed-management/traffic-calming-eprimer
https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=2c8edbfb%2D0c48%2Db1f3%2Dc506%2D9e8e72dd3992
https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=2c8edbfb%2D0c48%2Db1f3%2Dc506%2D9e8e72dd3992
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