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Getty Corridor – Roundtable Minutes
Date: October 29, 2025
Time: 12:00PM

Welcome: Isabela Gonzalez
· Isabela welcomed Getty business owners facilitated introductions between business owners and city staff. Additionally, the February Getty Street Minutes were reviewed.

Planning & Economic Development Overview: Mike Franzak & Isabela Gonzalez
· Discussed zoning districts (B-2 & B-4) and the types of uses for alignment of a business corridor.
· Discussed economic development business retention and corridor initiatives.

Business Improvement Districts & Corridor Improvement Authorities
Isabela briefly covered BID’s and CIA’s as formal means for business owners to improve the area they work in. Summary below:
Business Improvement District
· Funding: special assessment paid by businesses within district.
· Uses: marketing, events, beautification, services such as sidewalk snow removal.
· Duration: typically, 7 to 10 years unless renewed.
· Scope: lighter touch, short to medium term.
Corridor Improvement Authority
· Funding: Tax Increment Financing. Baseline tax continues to City. Growth above baseline is reinvested in the district.
· Uses: sidewalks, lighting, parking, landscaping, façade grants, and potential property acquisition or leases for public improvements.
· Scale: larger, long-term infrastructure and redevelopment.

Improvement Examples
· Lakeside BID + CIA: pays for sidewalk and on-street parking snow removal.
· Downtown Development Authority: matching façade grant.
· Michigan Avenue CIA in Lansing: streetscaping, landscaping, light poles, banners, on-street parking.

Discussion
Identity/Branding
· Strong interest in a unified identity that reflects a working and historic corridor. Attendees interested in a brand.
· Outside of perceived perception, corridor is innovative and cherished. 
· Common mindset of business owners that are getting ready to retire and preparing to sell. 
· Belief that opportunities are possible. 
Safety and Perception
· Top concern at the meeting: Safety. Speeding, drag racing, frequent accidents. Belief that Getty is unsafe.
· Customers do not want to travel along Getty. Negative stigma of Getty.
· Littering problem along Getty and on private property.
Potential Improvements
· Vivid and bright sidewalks or crosswalks.
· Better sidewalks, even snowplowing.
· Improved lighting.
Walkability, Snow, and Drainage
· Sidewalks are present, but often unsafe due to traffic, narrowness, snowbanks, and gaps.
· Several business face stormwater pooling and parking lot “lakes”.
Operations and Access
· Heavy truck and semi access is critical for many businesses, especially on the south end of Getty.
· Mixed views on lane reductions. A 2022 Getty traffic study found a reduction of lanes is possible but not planned by the Department of Public Works. 
· If any reconfiguration is studied, protected bike facilities and wider sidewalks should be considered alongside truck operations. 
Utilities and Streetscape
· Overhead wires, low cables, and inconsistent lighting are persistent complaints.
· Burying utilities is costly but could be revisited alongside future capital work if funding is assembled.
Property Maintenance and Accountability
· Vacant building concerns, unkept lots, and long-parked vehicles on private property hurt corridor image.
· Encouragement to report issues via SeeClickFix.
· Interest in a positive “clean and green” push, contests, or facade programs to raise the baseline of the corridor. 
Participation
· Many stakeholders are missing. 
· Strong interest in forming a voluntary Business Association now, while exploring a BID or CIA in parallel. 

Next Meeting:  January 28th, 2026 @ 12:00PM. City Hall, Conference Room 204. 
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