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WHAT IS A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN?

• Wide-ranging document that is used as a community master plan
• 20-year range
• General in nature
• Accessible for all users 
• Topics:

┼ Economic Development
┼ Land Use & Development
┼ Infrastructure
┼ Environment

┼ Community Facilities & Services
┼ Housing
┼ Historic and Cultural Resources
┼ Transportation



WHY HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN?

• Required by the Code of Virginia §15.2-2223
• All jurisdictions in the Commonwealth (cities and counties)
• Helps shape the orderly development of a community
• Serves as a roadmap for land use (e.g. zoning), infrastructure (e.g. 

water & sewer), and policy decisions
• Guides decisions involving development, growth, and local 

government processes



WHY HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN?

• Role is to be a GUIDE for decision-making about the County’s land use

Promotes:
Public health, 
safety, and welfare

Manages:
Growth, change, 
and renewal of a 
community

Ensures:
Quality of life for 
residents

Balances:
Diverse 
community goals



AUGUSTA COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Last full update was 2007 
(Volumes 1 & 2)

Partial updates in: 
• 2014/15 (Update to demographics 

and goals, objectives, and policies)
• 2018/19 (Update to Future Land 

Use Map and Planning Policy Area 
Map)

• 2021 (Solar)



COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PROCESS

1. Kick-off
2. Data Collection and Existing Conditions Analysis
3. Community/Public Engagement
4. Goal Setting and Policy Development
5. Plan Drafting
6. Review and Adoption
7. Implementation
8. Monitoring and Updates
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COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PROCESS

2. Data Collection and Existing Conditions Analysis
– Gathering data:

– Demographics
– Economy
– Environment
– Housing

10,132
’24 – ’25 School Year 

enrollment

High School 
Diploma or 

Equivalency
Most common level 

of educational 
attainment

90,664
Population 

projection for 2050

78,065
Total population in 

2024

44.7
Median age 

2.43
Average household 

size
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COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PROCESS

3. Community/Public Engagement
– Community Meetings 
– Focus Groups
– Pop-Up Engagement Events
– Community Survey 
– Future Land Use Survey

1
Community Survey

1
Future Land Use 

Survey

5
Community 
Meetings

10
Focus Groups 

5
Pop-Up 

Engagements



COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PROCESS

1. Kick-off
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CURRENT STAGE



STRUCTURE OF PLAN
OVERALL VISION

PRIORITY #1 PRIORITY #2 PRIORITY #3 PRIORITY #4 PRIORITY #5
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OVERALL VISION: GUIDING AUGUSTA

Augusta County embraces its enduring rural 
charm, promotes thoughtful development, and 
fosters an environment where residents, visitors, 
and businesses feel valued. 



PRIORITY #1

Balanced Growth

Augusta County commits to a diverse economy by supporting  agricultural vitality and aligning 
residential, commercial, and industrial development with plans, resources, and infrastructure. 

Economic & Housing 
DevelopmentAgricultural Economy Agency Plans & 

Infrastructure



PRIORITY #2

Environmental Stewardship

Augusta County preserves its unique natural resources through strategically planned 
development that maximizes open space and maintains its rural character. 

Natural Environmental 
Systems

Agriculture 
Preservation/Open Space Energy



PRIORITY #3

Quality of Life

Augusta County provides residents with a variety of housing, employment, and recreational 
opportunities and ensures facilities and services are accessible and reflect the mission of each 

organization or agency. 

Library Human Services

UtilitiesHousing

Public Safety

Parks & 
RecreationRetention



PRIORITY #4

Sense of Place

Augusta County celebrates the unique traditions and qualities of its rural communities by 
encouraging and nurturing a strong sense of place, culture, and connection. . 

Cultural & Historic 
Resources

Small Area 
Planning/Land Use

Connectivity/Wayfinding



PRIORITY #5

Transportation Network

Augusta County prioritizes the safety, efficiency, and accessibility of its transportation network, 
while respecting the unique character of both developed and rural areas. 

Vehicular Transportation Pedestrian Traffic

Farm Equipment & 
Vehicles

Public Transit
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NEXT STEPS AND KEY DATES

• July 9 – Deadline for Comments on Draft I of the Plan 
• July 14 – Second Draft Distributed to the Public 
• July 22 – July 26 – Staff at County Fair 
• July 28 – August 15 – Community Meetings 
• August 18 – August 22 – BOS/PC Joint Work Session 
• August 27 – Absolute Deadline for all Comments
• September 9 – Planning Commission Public Hearing
• September 24 – Board of Supervisors Public Hearing



QUESTIONS?


	GUIDING AUGUSTA
	What is a Comprehensive Plan?
	WHY HAVE a Comprehensive Plan?
	Why Have a Comprehensive Plan?
	Augusta County Comprehensive Plan
	Comprehensive Planning Process
	Comprehensive Planning Process
	Comprehensive Planning Process
	Comprehensive Planning Process
	Comprehensive Planning Process
	Comprehensive Planning Process
	Structure of plan
	Overall Vision: Guiding Augusta
	Priority #1
	Priority #2
	Priority #3
	Priority #4
	Priority #5
	Structure of plan
	 
	Next steps and key dates
	Questions?

